the mental climate of each stage and enjoy or reflect upon the richness of thought that Valencia contributed to eighteenth-century Europe in a search for progress which was realized in subsequent decades, through the recycling of the ideas of the classical world.
The work takes us on a tour which starts with the social gatherings of the Conde de Alcudia and of the Marques de Villatorcas; pauses to describe people like the Jesuit mathematician and astronomer Jose Zaragoza y Vilanova , and the follower of Galileo and author of the Compendio mathematico Readers who are not familiar with the history of the placebo may be surprised to find that Des Guidi-like his famous master-knew exactly what the patient expected from him and used placebos (marked 0 in Des Guidi's case books) to soothe the patient either before or between homoeopathic treatments. Also curious is the economic aspect of doctorpatient communication. Judging from the case books, it seems to have been not uncommon to pay the doctor's fee in kind, which Des Guidi refused. He charged his patients between five and twenty French francs for a single treatment.
Those who are interested in the history of medicine in Lyons will find a lot of local doctors and hospitals mentioned in these case books. One gets the impression that Des Guidi co-operated with many of them although he knew that some did not think very highly of the new art of healing coming from Germany. And those readers interested in the history of the patient will find this book a mine of information, covering almost every aspect of the doctor-patient relationship in an age in which the established patronage system began to decline.
A subject index and a consolidated bibliography would have been helpful additions to the text. But all in all, this study is a valuable contribution to the history of case-taking in the early nineteenth century in general and to the history of homoeopathy in particular. It provides basic information on the practice and theory of homoeopathy and will open new research avenues pertaining to the study of Hahnemann's case books, which cover a much longer period (1800-43) and which pose the same hermeneutical and methodological problems.
Robert Jultte, Institut fuir Geschichte der Medizin der Robert Bosch Stiftung, Stuttgart Susan Resnik, Blood saga: hemophilia, AIDS, and the survival of a community, Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of California Press, 1999, pp. xvi, 292, illus., $29.95 (hardback 0-520-21105-2) .
Resnik describes and assesses the recent history of what she calls a "community" that consists of persons with haemophilia, their families, and the professionals who provide their health care. She draws data from interviews, participant observation, analysis of printed primary sources and selected secondary sources.
The history of the haemophilia community has had four distinct stages, Resnik writes. She makes a persuasive case for this organizing scheme in thirteen chapters, all but one of which address the
